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Pat Daugherty’s work in the commu-

nity goes well beyond being a res-
taurateur. For more of his years he was 
a pillar of the community, a mentor, 
and an avid supporter of Penn State 
University and the greater Centre re-
gion. Most of all, Pat was someone who 
everyone called a friend. 

I extend my sincere condolences to 
Pat’s wife Ruth, his children, Sam and 
Dawn, and his family and friends. Pat 
will be so truly missed, and his legacy 
will live on forever. 

f 

KEEP YOUR PROMISE TO CALDOR 
FIRE VICTIMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the 
Caldor fire raged in the Sierra Nevada 
of California for 68 days last summer, 
consuming more than 221,000 acres of 
forestland, making it the 15th largest 
and the 16th most destructive fire in 
the history of California. 

It literally wiped out the Gold Rush- 
era town of Grizzly Flats, and for days 
threatened the city of Lake Tahoe. It 
destroyed nearly 800 homes, leaving 
hundreds of families homeless and des-
titute. 

On September 13, President Biden 
visited the scene. On that occasion, of-
ficials from El Dorado County and the 
California Governor’s Office of Emer-
gency Services apprised him of the 
need to assist these displaced families. 
He said, ‘‘We’re going to take care of 
them. There’s a lot we can do, and it 
starts off being a Federal responsi-
bility, in my view.’’ 

The President was absolutely correct 
in that assessment. The fire exploded 
in the El Dorado National Forest that 
was catastrophically overgrown due to 
Federal environmental laws that have 
made removal of excess timber all but 
impossible. 

According to local officials I have 
spoken with, the excessive use of back-
fires by the Forest Service also appears 
to have needlessly exacerbated the fire. 
This fire is indeed a Federal responsi-
bility, and the Federal government 
owes to every one of the fire’s victims 
the full resources available to get them 
back on their feet. 

And yet, despite multiple appeals, 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has refused to approve indi-
vidual assistance for the victims of the 
Caldor fire. 

The FEMA denial is a stunning dou-
ble standard when compared with as-
sistance granted in other fires that did 
far less damage. For example, the Cali-
fornia Office of Emergency Services 
identified nine other individual assist-
ance grants that FEMA approved in 
2021 for fires that cumulatively de-
stroyed fewer homes than those de-
stroyed by the Caldor fire alone. 

Survivors hoping to rebuild their 
homes face an insurance deficit of 
$200,000 or more. Many survivors are 

uninsured, and nearly all of them are 
underinsured due to the severity of re-
cent wildfire seasons. Some survivors 
who were able to remain on their prop-
erties still lack access to potable 
water. 

Moreover, residents of Grizzly 
Flats—the town completely wiped out 
by the fire—are disproportionately low- 
income, elderly, and socioeconomically 
vulnerable. Their homes and their be-
longings were all they had, and now 
they have nothing. 

Even those who did not lose their 
businesses to the fire lost many 
months of income as evacuations shut 
everything down. The regional econ-
omy will continue to suffer if survivors 
are not able to rebuild. Critical infra-
structure has been either damaged or 
completely destroyed, including 
schools, fire stations, and the Grizzly 
Flats Post Office. 

While local officials, residents, and 
organizations are doing everything 
they can to provide support to one an-
other and to rebuild, they will not be 
able to recover without the Federal as-
sistance that they desperately need 
and deserve. 

Last year, FEMA denied the request 
for individual assistance for the Creek 
fire in Fresno and Madera counties. 
When I appealed to President Trump to 
correct this injustice, he immediately 
reversed FEMA’s decision and granted 
individual assistance to these home-
owners. 

President Biden made a solemn 
promise to the victims of the Caldor 
fire to help them rebuild. He personally 
saw the damage and heartbreak caused 
by the fire. He has the authority to re-
verse FEMA’s denial and fulfill his 
promise. I have now written three let-
ters to him drawing this to his atten-
tion and making this request. So far, I 
have not even received the courtesy of 
a response. 

‘‘We’re going to take care of them, 
and there’s a lot we can do.’’ Those 
were the President’s words spoken to 
these families in September. These 
families have now passed their first 
Thanksgiving without their homes and 
many without their livelihoods that 
were taken from them by this Federal 
fire. They are approaching a dismal 
Christmas, waiting and praying for the 
President to fulfill his promise. 

I appeal to the President to use his 
authority to keep his promise to the 
victims of the Caldor fire. As President 
Trump did for the victims of the Creek 
fire, I call upon him to reverse FEMA’s 
outrageous decision and release the 
funds these families are depending 
upon to rebuild their lives and their 
communities. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 10 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Just and merciful God, You have 
promised to open Your gates that the 
righteous nation that keeps the faith 
may enter in. 

Lord, we confess our unrighteousness 
and our faithlessness both as a country 
and as individuals. Show us the paths 
of right behavior and restore our faith 
in You. 

Gracious God, You give peace to 
those whose minds remain fixed on 
You, whose trust in You gives them 
certainty in all life’s challenges. 

Lord, we confess that we have lost 
our sense of purpose and our ability to 
trust anything or anyone, even You. 
Show us the way You would have us go 
and restore our confidence in Your de-
sire as You guide our lives. 

Eternal God, You are our rock and 
our redeemer. 

Lord, we confess that we fail to lean 
on You and instead depend solely on 
our own feeble abilities. Show us the 
strength of Your steadfast love and re-
store to us the promise of Your salva-
tion, that we may enter into Your 
gates with praise and thanksgiving. 

In Your saving name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. DEUTCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, as we 
begin to hear stories of the victims, 
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Justin Shilling, Hana St. Juliana, 
Madisyn Baldwin, and Tate Myer, our 
hearts are broken for the families in 
Michigan. 

For the 17 dead and 21 wounded at a 
high school in Columbine 22 years ago; 
for the 32 dead and 17 wounded at Vir-
ginia Tech 14 years ago; for the 27 dead 
and two wounded at an elementary 
school in Newtown, Connecticut, 3,275 
days ago—9 years ago—for the 17 dead 
and 17 wounded at a high school in 
Parkland 3 years ago; and for the four 
dead and seven wounded at a high 
school in Oxford, Michigan, 2 days ago, 
Mr. Speaker, we know what can be 
done to help save lives. 

We know red flags laws are bipar-
tisan and can save lives. We know that 
if we invest in mental health we can 
save lives. We know that background 
checks save lives. These are not par-
tisan, and these are not controversial. 

How many more scenes like the one 
in Michigan do we need to see before 
this Congress, the Senate, this House, 
and the White House get together to 
stop the violence? 

Mr. Speaker, it is urgent. The time 
to act is not now, it was years ago. We 
must come together and help save 
lives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STUARTS DRAFT 
CHEER 

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Stuarts Draft High 
School cheerleading squad. 

After COVID–19 shrank the number of 
teams that could make it to State 
tournament last spring, the Cougars 
fell just 2 points shy of qualifying for 
the 2020 competition. 

Coming off of this defeat and facing 
the loss of nine seniors, the team was 
determined to redeem themselves in 
the 2021 season. After much hard work 
and determination, their efforts paid 
off, winning this year’s Class 2 State 
championship. 

The Cougars dominated the competi-
tion earning a score of 257.5 points with 
their closest competition trailing by 35 
points. With this victory in the books, 
Stuarts Draft Cheer has now claimed 
the State title in 4 of the past 5 years— 
highlighting just how talented this 
team is. 

Following the win, cocaptain Kay- 
Lee Freeman said: 

To not even make it last year then come 
back to win, I just feel so redeemed. People 
said there was no way we were ever going to 
rebuild, but look at us now. 

Congratulations again to the Stuarts 
Draft Cougars on this accomplishment. 
It is well-deserved. 

f 

LET’S FIGHT INFLATION 

(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge Republicans to join Democrats in 
fighting inflation. 

First, let’s acknowledge that pan-
demic-related disruptions to the global 
supply chain and to consumer demand 
have driven up the price of goods. We 
solve this by vaccinating more people 
here and around the world, restoring 
confidence to high-contact service in-
dustries, and ending this pandemic for 
good. 

Second, let’s help businesses hire. A 
shrunken workforce exacerbates infla-
tion by constraining supply. There are 
27 million hidden workers: Parents who 
took time off, neurodiverse individuals, 
the formerly incarcerated, and people 
without a college degree. 

Passing the Build Back Better Act 
will unlock registered apprenticeships, 
industry-aligned career pathways, and 
other proven job training programs. 

Republicans may have good ideas, 
too, like reducing occupational licens-
ing requirements. They should come 
join the debate in good faith instead of 
scoring political points off of inflation. 

Finally, let’s hold the Fed account-
able to its target of 2 percent inflation. 
Both parties in Congress should hold 
the Fed to account to reduce asset pur-
chases and reestablish its credibility 
on price stability. 

Let’s build on the bipartisan infra-
structure deal to offer bipartisan infla-
tion solutions. 

f 

HONORING HAWKEYE 
DISTINGUISHED VETERANS 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor several men and 
women for dedicating their lives to the 
service of this country and to Iowa. 

Recently, three University of Iowa 
alumni, a staff member and a graduate 
student, received the 2021 Hawkeye 
Distinguished Veterans Award for their 
honorable service to this great Nation 
and their continued service to the Uni-
versity of Iowa and the Iowa City com-
munity. 

The recipients of this prestigious 
award are Chaplain George M. Camp-
bell, Jr.; Colonel Kenneth E. Madden; 
Staff Sergeant Maria Guadalupe Bruno; 
General Charles A. Horner; and Staff 
Sergeant Jake L. Schillo. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for these 
wonderful men and women and for 
their service to the United States and 
to Iowa. 

f 

RECKLESS POLICIES DRIVING 
INFLATION 

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, on the heels 
of the most expensive Thanksgiving in 
decades, the American people are head-

ing into the holiday shopping season 
that is going to be the most expensive 
in American history. That is because 
everywhere Americans open their wal-
lets or swipe their credit cards, they 
are paying more because of President 
Biden’s reckless tax, borrow, and spend 
policies. 

Gas prices are up 61 percent from last 
year. 

Think about it, Mr. Speaker, in 1 
year’s time we went from energy domi-
nance to total dependence on foreign 
sources of energy. Electricity prices 
are up nearly 25 percent, and with win-
ter in full swing, the cost of natural 
gas is soaring. Nearly half the homes in 
United States use natural gas for heat, 
and families could pay an average of 
$746 more this winter, 30 percent more 
than a year ago. 

In October, the CPI rose 6.2 percent, 
the highest it has been in over 30 years. 
Core inflation—minus food and energy 
costs—is at 4.3 percent, well above the 
Fed’s 2 percent target. 

Mr. Speaker, the Fed is not meeting 
its price stability mandate, and now 
Democrats want to double down on 
their failed policies of overspending, 
discouraging work, and constraining 
the supply of energy. 

The Build Back Better bill is not 
going to remedy inflation; it is going 
to make it much, much worse. It is 
time for this administration and the 
majority in this Congress to reverse 
course and stop jeopardizing the future 
prosperity of the American people. 

f 

HONORING MARINE CORPORAL 
JOHN ‘‘BULLIT’’ KILLIAN 

(Mr. NORMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and recognize the serv-
ice of Marine Corporal John ‘‘Bullit’’ 
Killian of Chester, South Carolina. 

John is no stranger to service and 
sacrifice. In fact, military service runs 
in the Killian family. John’s father was 
a marine in World War II in the Pacific 
Theater. 

A true American hero, John bravely 
served our country throughout the 
Vietnam war. John’s military career 
began in 1965 after he and several of his 
classmates were selected for the draft. 

John went through basic training at 
Parris Island, which he credits for suf-
ficiently preparing him to survive 
Vietnam. His first duty station was 
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) in 
Cherry Point, North Carolina, where he 
trained as an electrician and attended 
an air conditioning and refrigeration 
school. 

After completing his schooling, John 
shipped out to Vietnam. He was based 
at Camp Evans, which he and his fellow 
marines called Disneyland because 
they got to live in hooches instead of 
tents. 

Affectionately known as Cackalack, 
John was discharged after 1 year, 11 
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